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In the Summer of 2008 I visited the prehistoric

galleries of Salsibury and Devizes museums.  Thse

displays reminded me quite emphatically of the

sheer physical presence of the larger Neolithic

pottery vessels, while smaller vessels – similar to

those used in later societies as cremation urns –

seemed reminiscent of the skull cups associated

with Tibetan Bön practitioners.  One way or

another the commonplace expression about the

'body of a pot' seemed to turn itself, as it were,

inside out.  These pottery vessels seemed to be

mimicking the human body, or exploring complex

metaphorical relationships with the idea of a vessel

as a container in the same way that the human

body is a 'container' for its life-force.

Between Autumn 2009 and Spring 2010 I explored

these ideas in a series of digitally-produced

'sketches'.  Initially they incorporated some of the

stylistic conventions used by archaeologists when

drawing prehistoric pottery to denote centre-lines

and cross-section views.  However I made no

attempt to emulate these conventions literally but,

instead, used them as decorative devices to evoke

rather than closely emulate this idiom.

The images are presented here in the order in

which they were composed.  Together they make a

'body of work' which I hope invites further

speculation.
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I am the womb

I am the thread

I am the blood

'I am the tomb

of all your ancestors

linking all our lives

flowing through our land

of every hope'
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